OPAL Soil and Earthworm Survey
Introduction

This survey was run by OPAL (The Open Air Laboratories Network) during 2009 with the aim of finding out more about soil types and earthworm populations across England. Results can be entered on the OPAL website: www.OPALexplorenature.org
Part of the survey involves students in collecting earthworms and making careful observations to enable them to identify different species. Since Charles Darwin spent a large part of his life making detailed observations of the plants and animals in his local environment this kit seems a very appropriate way of introducing students to this important scientific skill. It also enables them to collect genuine and novel data, which they can then compare with other groups working in different parts of the country using ICT. 
Contents

The Survey Pack consists of:
· 10 workbooks

· 10 field guides

· 20 mustard packs

· 20 vinegar packs

· 20 pH strips

· 10 magnifiers

Suggestions for using the resource

The Field Guide and accompanying Workbook provide full details of how to use the resources supplied to carry out the survey. Teachers may wish to adapt the investigations to suit students of different ages/abilities.  Even if it is not possible to enter the survey results online, students will still have had the valuable learning experiences of data collection, analysis and interpretation.

Please photocopy the student data recording sheets that form the last 3 pages of the workbook, so that the workbooks can be re-used by other schools.
